Homework Assignment#1
Due: September 13, 2021
SOC 101
Dr. Melis Kural

Homework#1: Refining a Research Question and Choosing a Method

Choose a general topic of interest for you and write it in a sentence. 

A) Work to refine your research question, making the research question clearer and more specific with several rounds of editing. 
B) Consider what your population would have to be (who would you talk to?) to answer this question.
C) What would your key variables be? (See the chapter section, Variables.) 
D) Thinking about what knowledge you are hoping to develop, what would the best methodological approach be? 
E) Choose one alternative methodological approach described in the textbook (see the chapter section, Data Collection as a point of comparison for approaching your research question). 
F) Drawing on your work in Parts A–E, also answer the following questions: How is your first choice of methodological approach (Part D) a better choice than the alternative approach (Part E)? What are the limitations of your approach? 

Write your answers to these questions in clear paragraphs, writing as specifically as possible. 


	
	Excellent (10)
	Proficient (8)
	Fair (6)
	Inadequate (3)

	Argumentation
	Argument is original and creative. Goes substantially beyond points raised in lecture and readings. Concepts are related to each other in interesting and creative ways.
	Argument is strong and interesting, but plays it safe and does not push boundaries. Concepts are put in conversation with each other.
	Argument is expository rather than analytical. Concepts are described, but dealt with separately and not explicitly related to each other.
	Argument is boring, weak and incoherent. 

	Organization
	Clear organization with a natural flow. Includes an introduction, transition sentences to connect major ideas, and conclusion. 
There are few or no grammar or spelling errors. Minimal passive voice. Ideas and evidence are correctly cited. 

	Clear organization, with introduction, transitions and conclusion, but writing is not always fluid. There are several grammar or spelling errors. Ideas and evidence are correctly cited. 

	Organization is unclear or without necessary component parts. Significant grammar or spelling errors (but not both). Ideas and evidence are correctly cited 

	Little discernable organization. Significant grammar and spelling errors. Ideas and evidence are not correctly cited, or not cited at all. 


	Application of readings and concepts
	Demonstrates solid understanding of the major themes of the course, using readings and lectures to define concepts. Argument is placed within the broad discussions outlined in the course. 

	Concepts are defined, but the author does not demonstrate a solid understanding of the major themes of the course relevant to the argument. 

	Course readings are used. Concepts are left undefined, or poorly defined. Little broader framework is used. 

	The assignment mentions course readings, but there is little demonstration of how the paper relates to the course. 





Rubric Reference: Teaching and Resource Center, UC Berkeley. Developed for the Teagle and Spencer Foundation grant, “Systematic Improvement of Undergraduate Education in Research Universities” Professor Kim Voss, project lead, Department of Sociology, 2011) 
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